
Pediatric Imaging 
Pediatric Imaging Is Kid Friendly at Children’s Hospital

Imagine how scary an MRI (magnetic resonance imaging) can be for a child
suffering from seizures or other brain malady.

At Children’s Hospital of Michigan in the Detroit Medical Center, that’s
not a problem, thanks to a new, state-of-the-art “3T MR Short Bore,” an
MRI “machine” with a child-size opening that’s perfect for kids.  It helps to
prevent claustrophobia and reduces the need for sedation in most children
other than very young patients.

Children’s Hospital was one of the first
pediatric centers in the country to employ
this technology.

Before receiving an MRI, each young
patient is given a reassuring explanation of
how they will be “rolled through a tunnel”
and how nothing will touch or hurt them.

MRI is a way of looking at protons in the body using a magnetic field
and radio waves.  Their alignment and realignment generate a detailed
image of the young patient’s brain.

“It may show a specific anatomic focus which is abnormal … and give a
clue to what the underlying problem is,” says Dr. Jeffery Zerin, chief radiol-
ogist at Children’s Hospital.

Within 40 minutes, 600 pictures are taken, and by the time the patient 
is dressed, Dr. Zerin is busy reviewing the results.  Within 24 hours, the 
pictures, with all angles and phases of the brain clearly defined, are made
available electronically to the patient’s neurologist.  

Here’s what Jamie Estes who recently underwent pediatric imaging 
at Children’s Hospital has to say to other chil-
dren her age about the 
experience: “Don’t be scared,” says
Jamie. “It’s not really scary at all.  It
gets a little chilly, though.”

And here’s what Mr. and Mrs. Estes have
to say about Children’s: “I’ve heard lots of
good things about Children’s Hospital.  It’s

one of the best in the area, and I feel confident that they take real good
care of my daughter,” says Tim Estes, Jamie’s dad.

Every day, the nine hospitals of the Detroit Medical Center come togeth-
er to save lives.  Is it a healthcare revolution?  Maybe.  We just think it's a
better way to get better.     

For more information or to schedule an appointment at any DMC 
facility, call 1-888-DMC-2500.

Pediatric Imaging 
Video Description:
As one of the first pediatric centers in the
United States to use a new state-of-the-art
MRI machine designed especially for kids,
Children’s Hospital of Michigan continues
to deliver world-class, patient-friendly
health care. 
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