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Minimally Invasive “Silverhawk” Procedur e
Minimally Invasive Leg Artery Procedure Removes Plaque from Clogged Leg Arteries

The pain in Michael Haynes’ legs was so severe that he couldn’t stand up.
He suffered from peripheral vascular disease which clogs the arteries of the
leg with plaque. In the most extreme cases the disease can necessitate
amputation.

“l was suffocating with pain,” says Haynes. “I couldn’t move. | couldn’t
do anything,” he said.

Haynes was referred to Dr. Tom Davis, a specialist in cardiovascular inter-
vention at Harper University Hospital of the Detroit Medical Center. Dr. Davis
is one of the country’'s leading proponents of treating peripheral vascular
disease through a minimally invasive procedure with the Silverhawk system.
The Silverhawk is a tiny drill with rotating blade
Minimally Invasive Procedure ' used to shave plaque from the walls of the artery. It
for Removing P|aque from Leg e — : enters the body through a very small puncture in the
Arteries Video Description I patient’s groin. The procedure is a good alternative
to placing stents in the arteries of the leg.

“When you use this procedure to ablate or remove the plaque, you know
you are opening up the artery without pushing the plaque aside to put a
metal piece in there,” says Dr. Davis.

While the patient is under local
anesthesia, the doctor is guided by
clear images on a screen. They
enable him to move the Silverhawk
through the artery to the point of
the blockage. When the device is
activated the tiny spinning blade is
advanced through the vessel, shav-
ing plague from the artery’s interior walls. The plaque is then collected and
removed from the body.

In Haynes' case, ex-rays showed that two arteries below his knee that
previously had been blocked were now clear. The next day, Haynes went
home and was able to stroll down the block with his neighbor.

“I am able to walk to the store now,” said Haynes. “I can do small house-
hold chores, and I'm even sleeping better. Overall, | just feel much better
compared to the way | used to feel. |just thank God,” he said.

The procedure for treating peripheral vascular disease is available to all
qualifying patients at Harper University Hospital, one of nine hospitals of the
Detroit Medical Center where our doctors are ranked among America’s very
best physicians. Is it a healthcare revolution? Maybe. We just think it's a
better way to get better. For more information or to schedule an appointment
at any DMC facility, call 1-888-DMC-2500 .




